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FROM

THE

MAIN STREET DIRECTOR’S DESK

by Rae Gosling, Grayling Main Street Executive Director

More new additions and
changes for Grayling
Main Street
Grayling Main Street (GMSt) racked up
countless additions in 2016. Teaming with
the Project Rising Tide (PRT) steering
committee, building new events, and
welcoming new team members were some
of the accomplishments for the start of the
year. PRT offered new opportunities for
GMSt to engage with the public, and make
a more meaningful impact. New events
offered the community a fresh set of ways
to come together. The additions did not
end in the summer after Paddle Battle; the
fun kept expanding!
The start of GMSt’s fiscal year in July
ushered in another new addition, the
National Main Street Refresh. The Main
Street programming across the nation is
constantly under review, looking out for
ways to improve the program, help
communities more, and make the change
last longer. GMSt took the change in fiscal
year as an opportunity to begin slowly
integrating the “Refresh” updates to the 4Point Approach. In the coming weeks, I

will spend an entire column on this
revision, because it is worth it to explain
how the program will better leverage the
resources available. As far as this article is
concerned, we began review of the new
model in the summer of 2016.
A few short weeks after the success of
the Paddle Battle and the first
conversations about the refresh, GMSt
suffered a loss. The Director, Mrs. Danielle
Seabolt, made the decision to stay home
with baby, instead of returning as the fulltime director for the program. Fortunately
for GMSt she also decided to maintain a
relationship with the program by
transitioning into a volunteer role. August
of 2016 was when I officially became the
full-time permanent Grayling Main Street
Director. Our third, in as many years. It is
common for Main Street programs to see
Director turnover at a “high” rate for the
first several years, and it only slows
slightly after the community is better
established. The average Main Street

Manager (or Director as our community
has chosen) tenure in a community is
between two and a half and three years. It
is not unusual for a Select Level
community, like Grayling, to see three
Directors before becoming a Master Level
community. As communities develop and
evolve the needs of the organization
change, and thus, the type of Director
needed changes as well.
The final addition I will discuss in this
edition is the official welcome of the
AmeriCorp VISTA. In late August of 2016
the GMSt program welcomed Ms. Heather
Tait to the program as a Volunteer In
Service To America (VISTA). AmeriCorp
VISTA members come to communities and
programs to assist in capacity building
projects. These projects can then be
handed off to other volunteers with the
program, when their one year of service is
completed. Heather, our VISTA, will be
helping to improve and document our
communication plan, including social

media and email communication to
volunteers, outreach to the public, and
marketing our downtown.
Want to know more about how GMSt
and PRT became a power couple, and
another new event in Downtown Grayling?
Check back in future editions of the
Avalanche for more From the Main Street
Director’s Desk. You can also check out
our website, www.DowntownGrayling.
com, find us on Facebook, or email your
questions to
DowntownGrayling@gmail.com.
Rae Gosling is the Grayling Main Street
Executive Director. She has been with the
program since April 2016. She is a
Grayling resident, wife, mother, local
shopper, avid supporter of all things
Grayling, and keeps everyone on their toes
wondering what color her eye shadow and
hair will be next.

VIEWPOINT
by FixMIState Campaign/Michigan Infrastructure & Transportation Association

New campaign to raise awareness of Michigan’s
massive unmet infrastructure needs
The FixMIState campaign recently
launched a new website (FixMIState.org),
compelling videos, digital ads, social
media and other strategies and tactics
aimed at raising awareness of Michigan’s
massive unmet infrastructure needs.
The multi-year campaign is sponsored by
the Michigan Infrastructure &
Transportation Association (MITA), whose
600 employer members are on the
frontlines of building and maintaining the
state’s aging, crumbling, inadequate and
failing community drinking water systems,
stormwater and wastewater sewer systems,
dams, roads and bridges.
The campaign is based on years of
research including a survey and focus
groups with voters across Michigan, a
close review of reports, studies and other
data that have sought to quantify and
monitor the state’s unmet infrastructure
needs and problems, and news media
stories about failing infrastructure.
Many of Michigan’s infrastructure
systems are 50 to 100 years old. Some date
back to the late 1800s. For decades, the
state has broadly ignored the work that
must be done to maintain, update and
replace the infrastructure systems that
deliver clean drinking water to our homes,
keep toxins out of our lakes and rivers, and
that prevent our neighborhoods, basements
and roads from flooding.

“Michigan’s infrastructure includes
community drinking water systems – think
Flint – stormwater sewer systems,
wastewater sewer systems, roads and
bridges, dams and more,” said MITA
Executive Vice President Mike Nystrom.
“These are the infrastructure systems that
connect to the kitchens and bathrooms in
our homes. They protect Michigan’s
economy, and they protect Michigan’s
lakes, rivers and beaches. They allow us to
travel safely on our roads.”
The FixMIState campaign will show
Michigan residents how, why and where
infrastructure is failing. The campaign will
also work with state and local elected
leaders on public policy solutions that
eventually must be passed to fix the
problems. MITA is prepared to continue
the campaign for multiple years.
“The campaign is not about blaming any
one person or institution,” Nystrom said.
“Michigan’s infrastructure is a mess for
one simple reason: because we’ve ignored
what needs to be done to fix it for decades.
If you want to place blame, blame decades
of inaction. But blame gets us nowhere,
other than in divisive debates. This
campaign is about awareness and
solutions.”
On FixMIState.org, visitors will find:
• The most current studies and data
available on the scope of Michigan’s unmet
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infrastructure needs and what it will take to
fix the problems. Visitors to the site will be
able to click on a “report card” prepared by
the American Society of Civil Engineers
that gave Michigan’s infrastructure a “D”
grade.
• Videos showing examples of
Michigan’s failing infrastructure. The
videos will be “served” to target audiences
across Michigan through digital advertising
and social media strategies and tactics.
• A place to sign up for the campaign’s
“Dig Deeper” e-newsletter.
The website will be updated as new
videos, photos, reports, studies and
databases become available. Eventually the
campaign intends to expand its
communications to other paid media
channels.
Nystrom said his association began
planning the campaign in August of 2015,
when it became clear that Michigan’s
unmet infrastructure needs “were going to
be generating headlines until we get some
long-term solutions in place.”
“The problems with the aging water lines
and system in Flint started making national
headlines last December,” he said. “It was
then that my members decided it was up to
us to lead Michigan toward some solutions.
What we have seen in Flint could happen
in many places in Michigan, and the
problems with our infrastructure extend
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well beyond drinking water systems.”
Nystrom continued: “If we at MITA
don’t do this, who the heck will? MITA
members are on the frontlines of trying to
keep Michigan’s infrastructure from
literally crumbling and collapsing. No one
wants another Flint, or holes continuing to
open up in roads and bridges, and beaches
and rivers being closed because of E-coli.
We can fix our state or we can continue to
let our infrastructure fall apart. We are the
ones who are literally in the trenches of
Michigan’s infrastructure. If we don’t lead
this campaign, tell me who will?”
Nystrom said the report issued recently
by Gov. Rick Snyder’s 21st Century
Infrastructure Commission is a fantastic
first step toward long-term solutions.
MITA has already started briefing
Michigan business, local and state
government leaders about the campaign.
The campaign will be presented to other
key audiences across the state starting early
next year.
“We know that at some point, our elected
leaders in Lansing and at local levels
across the state must solve this problem,”
Nystrom said. “Failing to do so is
unthinkable as the consequences mean
potential catastrophes for public health,
public safety, Michigan water, and our
economy.”

published.
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be printed as space allows.
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for publication in the following week’s
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The Bible Speaks

Obituaries

Sharing Christ is Commanded

Following the attempted
rejection of Christ’s resurrection by the religious and
political system, Jesus
appeared to His disciples in
Galilee and they worshipped Him in Matthew
28:16-17: “16 Then the
eleven disciples went away
into Galilee, into a mountain
where Jesus had appointed
them. 17 And when they
saw him, they worshipped
him: but some doubted.”
People
like
doubting
Thoumas did not believe in
His resurrection until later
when they examined the
wounds in His hands, feet,
and side.
After realizing Christ’s
resurrection, Christ required
His disciples to be witnesses
for Him in Matthew 28:1820. “18 And Jesus came and
spake unto them, saying, All
power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. 19 Go
ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: 20 Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of
Before sending out His
disciples, Christ reminded
them of His power which
would be made available to
them for witnessing in verse
18: “18 And Jesus came
and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth.”
“And declared to be the Son
of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness,
by the resurrection from the
dead:” (Ro 1:4 AV) His
omnipotent power is made
available through His
gospel proclaimed by His
disciples. “16 For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation to every
one that believeth; to the
Jew first, and also to the
Greek. 17 For therein is the
righteousness of God
revealed from faith to faith:

Burning Bush
Tabernacle

Pastor: Patricia Petrie
989-348-1278
501 E. Michigan Ave., Grayling
• Sunday School: 10am

• Sunday Morning Celebration: 11am

• Wednesday Evening Service
Worship & Prayer: 7pm

Facebook Burning Bush Tabernacle

as it is written, The just shall
live by faith.” (Ro 1:16-17
AV)
Along with the power for
witnessing, Christ gave His
disciples His plan for witnessing in verse 19, 20a:
“Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost. 20a Teaching
them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you.”
“Go ye
therefore” is God’s imperative in witnessing. God
commands us to go into all
nations to share the gospel
to all people as Mark’s
gospel tells us. This is why
religious freedom should be
the supreme civil right of
every human being. God’s
truth and freedom are inseparably connected. No
human law can be above
God’s truth, and no human
law should attempt to deny
or diminish any of our Godgiven freedoms.
Baptism is commanded to
be in the name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, or the
divine Trinity or Godhead.
“For there are three that bear
record in heaven, the Father,
the Word, and the Holy
Ghost: and these three are
one.” (1Jo 5:7 AV) Our salvation is because of the
choice of God the Father,
the work of God the Son,
and the application of God
the Holy Spirit.
Bible
instruction follows salvation
and Baptism:
“20a
Teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have
commanded you.” See you
in chuch.
His power, His plan, and
His presence are promised
in our witnessing of His
gospel: “and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the
end of the world. Amen.” If
you know Him, share Him!
Pastor “B”
The Bible Speaks is a paid advertisement and does not necessarily reflect the
views and opinions of the Crawford
County Avalanche.

Calvary Baptist
Church
Pastor:
Dr. Robert Barnett

Sunday School: 9:45am
Morning Worship: 10:30am
Evening Worship: 6pm
Wednesday: 7pm
Prayer & Awanna Club (Wed): 7pm

989-348-9220
M-72 West, Grayling

Mt. Hope
Lutheran Church
905 N. I-75 Business Loop
Grayling, MI 49738
989-348-5921

Pastor:
Joseph Polzin

Sunday- Bible Class 10am
Worship Service 11am
GRAYLING BAPTIST CHURCH

Grayling Evangelical
Free Church

Pastor Fred Seidler
705 Madsen St., Grayling
989-915-2755
****************

557 S. I-75 Business Loop • Grayling

(with nursery provided)

Sunday Service 10 am

****************

A Place To Belong • A Place To Believe
A Place To Become

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer 6 p.m.
Thursday Junior Choir and Adult Worship
Team 6 p.m.

Pastor Dave Schultz
(Across from Army Airfield)

989-390-6716

ADVERTISE YOUR WORSHIP SERVICES HERE!
CALL THE
CRAWFORD COUNTY AVALANCHE
AT

989-348-6811

The following businesses support the Church Directory

Moore’s
Automotive
STEPHAN WOOD
PRODUCTS

200 James Street
Grayling
(989) 348-6731

605 HURON ST.
GRAYLING

This Church Directory is used by residents and
visitors. If you wish to show your support for
area churches, call the Avalanche at 989-348-6811
to be included on this page.

John Kuszak, Sr.

On January 11, 2017, the
Lord took another angel
home as he was surrounded
by his loving family.
John Edward Kuszak, Sr.,
76, of Grayling, passed
away after a three year illness.
John was born in Detroit,
Michigan, on November 1,
1940, a son of the late
Emma Jean (Vance) and
George Kuszak. John was
the third of five children.
He was preceded in death
by his parents; sister,
Margaret Chinivare; niece,
Lori; and brother-in-law,
Jack Fox.
Surviving are brother,
Frank (Debbie) Kuszak of
Lansing; sister, Jean Fox of
Arizona; and many nieces
and nephews.
John married the love of
his life, Anne Marie, on
July 11, 1964. They were
married for 52 years and
blessed with four children,
Dawn (Bob) Bressler of
Newport, Mich.; Trisha
(Pat) Benardo of Grayling;
Jacquelyn
Kuszak
of
Grayling; and John (Jane)
Kuszak
of
Dearborn
Heights; 14 grandchildren,

Senior Citizen News
and 6 great grandchildren.
As a young man, John
served his country with
pride in the U. S. Navy. He
served active duty aboard
the USS Forestal and the
USS Saratoga from 1958 to
1963. John and Anne Marie
retired in Grayling after
having a vacation home
there for more than 20
years.
John was a lifetime member and a five time Past
Worthy President of the
Fraternal Order of Eagles,
#3465 in Grayling. He was
instrumental in donating
life-saving defibrillators to
Crawford County charities.
John later organized the
FOP. He became a
Crawford County Sheriff
Reserve Deputy and served
for ten years. He found a
passion for that job and
passed down the training
and disciplines to his grandchildren. John inspired his
granddaughter, Madison, to
become a Military Police
Officer. Cpl. Madison
Benardo, U. S. Army is an
MP and is currently
deployed abroad.
Memorial service for
John and Military Honors
will be held on Saturday,
January 21, 2017, at 1:00
p.m. at Grayling Eagles.
In lieu of flowers, the
family would appreciate
contributions to help cover
John's medical bills.
Condolences may be sent
to
www.sorensonlockwood.com
Arrangements
by
Sorenson-Lockwood
Funeral Home.

Births
Jessica and Charlie
Kucharek of Grayling
announce the birth of a
daughter, Abigail Jolene,
born at Munson Healthcare
Grayling Hospital on
December
11,
2016,
weighing 5 lbs. 9 oz., and
measuring 18 inches in
length.
Jennifer
Fisher
of
Grayling announces the
birth of a daughter, Jocelyn
Rayne, born at Munson
Healthcare
Grayling
Hospital on December 13,
2016, weighing 8 lbs. 2 oz.
and measuring 19 and 1/4
inches in length.
Brooke Forbes and
Norman Pratt of Grayling
announce the birth of a son,
Gibson Jay, born at Munson
Healthcare
Grayling
Hospital on December 14,
2016, weighing 6 lbs. 9 oz.,
and measuring 19 and 1/2
inches in length.
Daisi Rouse of Grayling
announces the birth of a
daughter, Isobel Eleanor,
born at Munson Healthcare
Grayling Hospital on
December
20,
2016,
weighing 6 lbs. 8 oz., and
measuring 19 1/4 inches in
length.
Melissa Kalonich and
Justin Root of Grayling
announce the birth of a
daughter, Lilah Lea, born at
Otsego Memorial Hospital
Birthing
Center
on
December
10,
2016,
weighing 4 lbs. 15 oz. and
measuring 19 and 1/2
inches in length.
Mary Louise Racine and
John Wesley Castle III of
Grayling, announce the
birth of a son, Donovan
Joseph, born at Munson
Healthcare
Grayling
Hospital, on January 1,
2017, at 12:45 a.m.,

weighing 7 lbs. 2 oz., and
measuring 19 inches in
length.
Selina
and
James
Douglas of Grayling,
announce the birth of a son,
Mordechai Nicholas, born
at Munson Healthcare
Grayling Hospital, on
January 3, 2017, at 7:39
a.m., weighing 8 lbs., 12
oz., and measuring 21
inches in length.
Erica and Matthew Letts
II of Grayling, announce
the birth of a son, Mason
Alonzo, born at Munson
Healthcare
Grayling
Hospital, on January 7,
2017, at 2:57 p.m.,
weighing 7 lbs. 4 oz., and
measuring 21 inches in
length.
Kristi Helsel and Zach
Rochette of Grayling,
announce the birth of a
daughter, Onna Grace, born
at Munson Healthcare
Grayling Hospital, on
January 7, 2017, at 9:51
p.m., weighing 6 lbs. 6 oz.,
and measuring 19 inches in
length.
Michelle and Gary Eagly,
Jr. of Grayling, announce
the birth of a son, Joseph
Prescott, born at Munson
Healthcare
Grayling
Hospital, on January 9,
2017, at 12:15 p.m.,
weighing 9 lbs., 4 oz., and
measuring 21 inches in
length.
DeKayla and Justin
Davis
of
Grayling,
announce the birth of a
daughter, Dayja Denise,
born at Munson Healthcare
Grayling Hospital, on
January 10, 2017, at 8:07
a.m., weighing 6 lbs. 7 oz.,
and measuring 19 inches in
length.
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The Grayling Senior
Center serves meals at noon
and 5 p.m. weekdays,
except Friday, when there is
no evening meal. Soup is
served prior to the meal
Monday through Friday
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and
4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
This
week’s
menu
(lunch/dinner) and activities:
Thursday, January 19 Lunch - bbq pork sandwich,
sweet potato fries, peas &
carrots, apricots. Winter
Picnic Dinner (4-6 p.m.) bbq ribs, augratin potatoes,
ramon noodle salad, watermelon, mud & worms
dessert. Activities - 10 a.m.
Color Craze, 10 a.m.
Crafting, 10 a.m. Pokeno,
10 a.m. Golden Toners
Exercise, 12:30 p.m Bible
Study, 1 p.m. Penny Bingo.
Friday, January 20 Lunch - chicken & mushroom orecchiette, broccoli,
mixed vegetables, red
grapes.
No
Dinner.
Activities - 9 a.m. Card
Golf, 10 a.m. Pinochle, 10
a.m.
Munson
Rehab
Exercise Group, 11 a.m.
Blood Pressure Checks, 12
p.m. Lovells Satellite, 1
p.m. Pantry Bingo, 1 p.m.
Pool-9 Ball.
Monday, January 23 Lunch - pork w/ kraut,
green beans, apricots.
Dinner - lemon baked fish,

red skin potato, sliced carrots,
burst
o’berries.
Activities - 10 a.m. Flower
Arrangement Class, 10:30
a.m. Chair Volleyball,
12:30 p.m. Beginning
Clogging, 1 p.m. Bridge
Club, 1:30 p.m. Clogging,
2:30 p.m. Computer Club,
3:30 p.m. Pickleball @
Grayling Elem.
Tuesday, January 24 Lunch - shepards pie, winter blend vegetable, fresh
orange. Dinner - chicken
fettuccini alfredo, sugar
snap peas, tossed salad,
strawberries. Activities 10 a.m. Bible Study, 10
a.m. Zumba Gold, 1 p.m.
Euchre, 4-5 p.m. Blood
Pressure/Sugar Checks.
Wednesday, January 25 Lunch - beef tips & noodles, asparagus tips, apple
slices. Dinner - salisbury
steak, mashed potato w/
mushroom gravy, brussel
sprouts, fruit cocktail.
Activities - 10 a.m. Line
Dancing, 10 a.m. Pickleball
@ Frederic Twp. Hall, 1-4
p.m. Legal Assist-appt.
req’d.; 1 p.m. Mahjong, 1
p.m. Pool-Ball in Hand, 1
p.m. Wii Bowling, 2:30
p.m. Unlucky 7’s.
The Crawford County
Commission on Aging’s
Senior Center is located at
308 Lawndale, behind
Burger King in Grayling.
Walk-ins are welcome.

Library News
Learn the basics of palm
reading for fun on
Thursday, Jan. 19, at 5 p.m.
Teens and adults only.
Join others in the search
for family history and
glimpses into the past at
Genealogy Group every
Monday at 9 a.m.
Meet at the library on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at
1 p.m. for an hour long
adult exercise program
designed with seniors in
mind. Includes easy chair
exercises, stretching, and
simple yoga moves to
improve mind and body.
Wear comfortable clothing.
Contact Barb at 989-3489214 with questions.
Preschool children and
their caregivers have stories, songs, crafts, and
snacks at Story Hour every
Wednesday at 11:15 a.m.
Call to make a Tea and
Tech Time appointment for
one-on-one help with your

laptop, tablet, or eReader
on Thursdays and Fridays.
Other times may be available.
The January Crawford
County Library Book Club
selection features a Man
Called Ove by Fredrik
Backman. A discussion will
be held on Tuesday, Jan. 31,
at 5 p.m. Call or stop in at
any library branch to
reserve a copy. This title is
also available for checkout
on the library’s Nook ereaders.
Work on projects and
share ideas in the techniques of knitting, crochet,
and other fiber arts at Sit
and Knit every first
Thursday and second
Tuesday of the month.
February dates: Thursday
the 2nd at 10 a.m. and
Tuesday the 14th at 5 p.m.
For more information on
library programs call (989)
348-9214.

Sheriff’s Report
Crawford County Sheriff
Kirk A. Wakefield reports
his office handled the following 68 complaints the
week of Jan. 9 to Jan. 15.
Two general assistance
responses, 16 general noncriminal complaints, one
assault and battery/simple
assault, one larceny from
building, one fraud, one
synthetic narcotic-possession, one disorderly conduct,
one
public
peace/other, one operating

while intoxicated, nine
health and safety complaints, two conservation
complaints, one violation of
conservation laws, two miscellaneous arrests, 15 traffic
accidents, two traffic safety
public appearances, three
civil-family trouble-investigations, seven suspicious
situations, one lost and
found property and one driving on revoked suspended
license

Honors
Spring Arbor University
The following students from Grayling graduated with a
degree at Spring Arbor University’s Fall 2016
Commencement on Nov. 19:
Carrie Hodges, cum laude, Bachelor of Science in nursing; Stephanie Mansfield, Master of Science in nursing;
Nicole Vandecasteele, summa cum laude, Bachelor of
Science in nursing.
Spring Arbor University is a Christian liberal arts university located in Spring Arbor, Michigan. SAU offers more
than 70 majors and programs.
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