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Memorial Day “is a day of remembrance for those
who have died in service of the United States of
America,” according to usmemorialday.org. It was
originally called “Decoration Day,” and it started after
the Civil War.
“For nearly 150 years, Americans have gathered in
late spring to honor the sacrifice of those who have
given their lives in service to their country. What
began with dozens of informal commemorations of
those killed in the Civil War has grown to become one
of the nation’s most solemn and hallowed holidays,”
according to history.com.
A Union general is credited with starting the day of
remembrance.
“In May 1868, General John A. Logan, the
commander-in-chief of the Union veterans’ group
known as the Grand Army of the Republic, issued a
decree that May 30 should become a nationwide day
of commemoration for the more than 620,000 soldiers
killed in the recently ended Civil War. On Decoration
Day, as Logan dubbed it, Americans should lay
flowers and decorate the graves of the war dead
‘whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village and
hamlet churchyard in the land.’ According to legend,
Logan chose May 30 because it was a rare day that
didn’t fall on the anniversary of a Civil War battle,
though some historians believe the date was selected
to ensure that flowers across the country would be in
full bloom,” according to history.com.
According to many accounts, Decoration Day was a
popular observance from the beginning, but at first it
was limited to those who lost their lives in the Civil
War.
“That first year, more than 27 states held some sort
of ceremony, with more than 5,000 people in
attendance at a ceremony at Arlington National
Cemetery,” according to history.com, and the event
featured a speech by General James Garfield,
according to usmemorialday.org.
It took many years for Decoration Day to become
Memorial Day, adding casualties from other wars to
the list of those remembered during the annual event.
“For more than 50 years, the holiday was used to
commemorate those killed just in the Civil War, not in
any other American conflict. It wasn’t until America’s
entry into World War I that the tradition was
expanded to include those killed in all wars, and
Memorial Day was not officially recognized
nationwide until the 1970s, with America deeply
embroiled in the Vietnam War,” according to
history.com.
American Legion Post 106 of Grayling will conduct
its annual Memorial Day ceremony at Elmwood
Cemetery on Monday, May 29, at 10 a.m. According
to Post 106, a “small luncheon” will be held
immediately after the ceremony at the American
Legion.
Memorial Day has a certain set of traditions and
formalities, including raising and lowering the flag in a
specific manner and time.
“In traditional observance, the flag of the United
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A SCHOOL’S SALUTE – Grayling High School’s Military
Hall of Honor includes a special section dedicated to those
who were killed in action.

HONORING THEIR SACRIFICE – American Legion Post 106 of Grayling will conduct its annual Memorial Day ceremony
at Elmwood Cemetery on Monday, May 29, at 10 a.m.
States is raised briskly to the top of the staff and then
solemnly lowered to the half-staff position, where it
remains only until noon. It is then raised to full-staff
for the remainder of the day. The half-staff position
remembers the more than one million men and
women who gave their lives in service of their
country. At noon, their memory is raised by the living,
who resolve not to let their sacrifice be in vain, but to
rise up in their stead and continue the fight for liberty
and justice for all,” according to usmemorialday.org.
Another tradition associated with Memorial Day?
Poppies. Wearing them, and selling them to raise
money for veteran-related causes.
According to usmemorialday.org, a woman named
Moina Michael, “inspired by the poem ‘In Flanders
Fields,’” offered the following poem:
We cherish too, the Poppy red
That grows on fields where valor led,
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies.
Michael is credited with wearing poppies as a

tribute to fallen soldiers, and starting what would
eventually be an international fundraising practice.
“(Moina Michael) conceived of an idea to wear red
poppies on Memorial Day in honor of those who died
serving the nation during war. She was the first to
wear one, and sold poppies to her friends and coworkers with the money going to benefit servicemen
in need. Later, a Madam Guerin from France was
visiting the United States and learned of this new
custom started by Ms. Michael. When she returned to
France she made artificial red poppies to raise money
for war orphaned children and widowed women. This
tradition spread to other countries,” according to
usmemorialday.org.
The American Legion Auxiliary has been raising
money for veterans for decades with its Poppy
Program. This year’s fundraising efforts will include
the first National Poppy Day.
“The American Legion Family has called upon
Congress to designate the Friday before Memorial
Day as National Poppy Day. The inaugural day this
year is Friday, May 26,” according to the American
Legion Auxiliary. “After World War I, the poppy

POPPY SALE TO BENEFIT VETS – The American Legion Auxiliary will be selling paper poppies on Thursday, May 25,
and Friday, May 26, at multiple locations in Grayling. Proceeds go to veterans and their families.

flourished in Europe and quickly became a symbol of
the sacrifices made by Americans and allied
servicemembers around the world. Soldiers returning
from WWI brought home the flowers in memory of
the barren landscape transformed by the sudden
growth of wild red poppies among the newly dug
graves.”
Locally, the American Legion Auxiliary will be
selling paper poppies on Thursday, May 25, and
Friday, May 26, at multiple locations in Grayling,
including the Family Fare grocery store.
The paper poppies are handmade by disabled
veterans.
“It gives them a project, gives them a goal,”
according to local American Legion Auxiliary officials.
The poppies are not sold for a specific donation
amount. Whatever people are willing to donate. The
money goes to veterans.
“Every penny of it goes to veterans and their
families,” according to local American Legion
Auxiliary officials.

